
Place of origin of recent  
immigrants to Surrey.
Total immigrants (2011-2016)  = 36,340
Source: 2016 Census

Who are Surrey’s 
Newcomers?

www.surrey.ca/lip

296,346
immigrants & 
refugees
Immigration, Refugees and 
Citizenship Canada (IRCC)

In 2016, Canada  
admitted 

Starting in 2018, the Govern-
ment of Canada will adopt a 
multi-year immigration levels 
plan. Canada will welcome 
close to 1,000,000 new 
immigrants and refugees 
between 2018 and 2020.
Source: IRCC

India  
15,020

China  
4,650

The  
Phillippines  
5,260

South Korea  
1,080

Taiwan  
425

United States  
420

Fiji  
400

United  
Kingdom  
470

Iraq  
1,090

Somalia
250

Surrey’s immigrants  
and refugees come from 
many different places.

  Glossary

Immigrants as a percentage 
of Surrey’s population

38%

41%

43%

2006

2011

2016

Source: 2016 Census

Pakistan  
885

Surrey receives  
more Government  
Assisted Refugees 
(GARs) than any other 
BC municipality.
Over the past five years Surrey  
has received an average of 381 
GARs annually – almost 36% of 
the BC total. 
Source: ISSofBC
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Immigrant and refugee demographic information
Quick Study

Mexico
250

Vietnam
360

Over the past decade an 
average of 38,484 new 
immigrants and refugees have 
settled in BC annually. Between 
2011 and 2016, 17% of all BC 
newcomers came to Surrey.
Source: Province of BC, 2016 Census

Population born outside of Canada 
Source: 2016 Census

220,155

Population of Surrey  
Source: 2016 Census

517,887

Syria  
790

Afghanistan 
270

Newcomers refers to  
immigrants and refugees. 

Immigrants refers to persons 
born outside of Canada who have 
become landed immigrants and 
have permanent resident status. 

Recent Immigrants refers to 
those who arrived during the 
2011-2016 Census period. 

Refugees are persons who 
have been forced to leave their 
country in order to escape war, 
persecution or natural disaster. 

Government Assisted Refugees 
(GARs) are persons who before 
their arrival in Canada have been 
sponsored by the Government of  
Canada. They receive financial and  
other supports for up to one year.

Privately Sponsored Refugees 
(PSRs) are persons selected 
from abroad by a private spon-
sor who agrees to provide 
financial and other support for 
one year.

Asylum Seekers / Refugee 
Claimants are foreign nationals 
seeking protection at an in-land 
office or port of entry.
Sources: IRCC , ISSofBC

About The Surrey Local  
Immigration Partnership
Established in 2014, Surrey’s  
LIP is led by the City of Surrey 
and governed by a committee  
drawn from 30 community  
organizations working together 
to improve newcomer integra-
tion in Surrey.

http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/dp-pd/hlt-fst/imm/Table.cfm?Lang=E&T=24&Geo=5915004&SO=10D
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/annual-report-parliament-immigration-2017.html#sec1_1
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/annual-report-parliament-immigration-2017.html#sec1_1
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/annual-report-parliament-immigration-2017.html#sec1_2
http://www.surreylip.ca
http://issbc.org/our-work-with-refugees/reports-and-publications/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/data/statistics/people-population-community/population
http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/dp-pd/hlt-fst/imm/Table.cfm?Lang=E&T=14&Type=1&Q=5915004#5915004
http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/dp-pd/hlt-fst/imm/Table.cfm?Lang=E&T=14&Type=1&Q=5915004#5915004
http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/dp-pd/hlt-fst/imm/Table.cfm?Lang=E&T=14&Type=1&Q=5915004#5915004


Surrey’s newcomers  

Newcomers are young. 
Percentage of Metro Vancouver residents 
between the ages of 15 and 34

They are well-educated. 
Percentage of Metro Vancouver residents 
possessing a Bachelor’s degree or higher

Recent  
Immigrants

Total Residents

They work hard.
Labour force participation by 
recent immigrants

Source: 2016 CensusSource: 2016 Census Source: 2016 Census

Source: 2016 Census

Recent  
Immigrants

Canadian-born  
Residents

27%41% 31%45%
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Quick Study

And they speak many languages. 
7/10 of Metro Vancouver’s  
Punjabi “mother tongue” population  
lives in Surrey. 
 

 
Top five languages most often spoken  
at home by immigrants in Surrey 

Newcomers come for many  
different reasons.

In BC between 2011 and 2016, 
general economic immigrants made 
up 62% of newcomers. About 20% 
came as skilled workers who sought 
better economic outcomes while 
replenishing the labour market. 

Approximately 1/3 arrive as family 
members reuniting with their relatives.

$

Only about 6% came as refugees who 
feared persecution or threats to their 
lives. However, in Surrey, the propor-
tion was somewhat higher. In fact, 
Surrey receives more refugees than 
any other BC municipality.

Punjabi
15%

Mandarin
4%

Tagalog
2%

Hindi
1%

Korean
1%

Source: 2016 Census

of newcomers are 
participating in the 

labour force

are unemployed

9%65% 

Immigrants are our neighbours.

Source: 2016 Census

Legend 

Immigrants as 
a percent of the 
total population

0 - 23%
23 - 34.8%
34.8 – 46.4%
46.4 – 58.5%
58.5 – 95.2%

http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/dp-pd/dt-td/Rp-eng.cfm?TABID=2&LANG=E&APATH=3&DETAIL=0&DIM=0&FL=A&FREE=0&GC=0&GID=1262036&GK=0&GRP=1&PID=110634&PRID=10&PTYPE=109445&S=0&SHOWALL=0&SUB=0&Temporal=2017&THEME=123&VID=0&VNAMEE=&VNAMEF=&D1=0&D2=0&D3=0&D4=0&D5=0&D6=0
http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/dp-pd/prof/details/page.cfm?Lang=E&Geo1=CMACA&Code1=933&Geo2=PR&Code2=59&Data=Count&SearchText=Vancouver&SearchType=Begins&SearchPR=01&B1=All&TABID=1 http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/dp-pd/dt-td/Rp-eng.cfm?LANG=E&APATH=3&DETAIL=0&DIM=0&FL=A&FREE=0&GC=0&GID=0&GK=0&GRP=1&PID=110525&PRID=10&PTYPE=109445&S=0&SHOWALL=0&SUB=0&Temporal=2017&THEME=120&VID=0&VNAMEE=&VNAMEF=
http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/dp-pd/dt-td/Rp-eng.cfm?LANG=E&APATH=3&DETAIL=0&DIM=0&FL=A&FREE=0&GC=0&GID=0&GK=0&GRP=1&PID=111335&PRID=10&PTYPE=109445&S=0&SHOWALL=0&SUB=0&Temporal=2017&THEME=120&VID=0&VNAMEE=&VNAMEF=
http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/dp-pd/dt-td/Rp-eng.cfm?LANG=E&APATH=3&DETAIL=0&DIM=0&FL=A&FREE=0&GC=0&GID=0&GK=0&GRP=1&PID=110557&PRID=10&PTYPE=109445&S=0&SHOWALL=0&SUB=0&Temporal=2017&THEME=120&VID=0&VNAMEE=&VNAMEF=
http://www.surreylip.ca
http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/dp-pd/dt-td/Rp-eng.cfm?LANG=E&APATH=3&DETAIL=0&DIM=0&FL=A&FREE=0&GC=0&GID=0&GK=0&GRP=1&PID=110557&PRID=10&PTYPE=109445&S=0&SHOWALL=0&SUB=0&Temporal=2017&THEME=120&VID=0&VNAMEE=&VNAMEF=
http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/dp-pd/dt-td/Rp-eng.cfm?LANG=E&APATH=3&DETAIL=0&DIM=0&FL=A&FREE=0&GC=0&GID=0&GK=0&GRP=1&PID=110557&PRID=10&PTYPE=109445&S=0&SHOWALL=0&SUB=0&Temporal=2017&THEME=120&VID=0&VNAMEE=&VNAMEF=

